The experiences I had in Nicaragua I will remember for the rest of my life. I not only learned a lot about Nicaragua's nature and wildlife, but it was extremely special sharing these experiences with the Nicaraguans and the rest of our Vermont group. We had a great group and I'm so glad Larry, Chip, Sandal and Jess could speak so much Spanish. I never expected to see so many birds. The mat-mat was my favorite!  We did a good mix of exploring in nature and interacting with the locals. Since my family didn't speak any  English, my Spanish really improved. In my homestay, I learned a lot about the daily life of a Nicaraguan. One room in our house had a dirt floor and the cooking was done over an outside fire, as I'm sure was the case in most of your houses. Nonetheless, it wasn't quite as rustic as I had imagined because I envisioned there would be no running water and we'd have to use an outhouse to go to the bathroom. My experiences in Nicaragua made me realize how much material goods we have and with how little one can get by. It was inspiring to see how happy the people were even though they didn't have very many material goods. 
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