


Our trip to Nicaragua


On April 16, 2010 a group of American teenagers boarded a plane to Nicaragua; there they would commence in service projects and wildlife watching. I was lucky enough to be one of those teenagers.


These service projects consisted of a bio- blitz at a local elementary school, bird banding for scientific purposes and inviting teenage locals to accompany us on wildlife watching expeditions. We donated field glasses and bug-boxes for community use.

The wildlife watching aspect of the trip required us to drive out to a few different shade-grown coffee plantations (which provide ideal habitat for birds and other native rainforest dwelling creatures).

When we first arrived at San Ramon (a midsize tourist village) we discovered it would be serving as our home base for the rest of the trip. The first thing we did was invite local teenagers on a hike down to a community swimming hole where we could at the spectacular flora and fauna of rural Nicaragua.

Throughout the rest of the trip, local teenagers would accompany us on all of our outings. The majority of these outings were to shade-grown coffee plantations such as Espranda Verde and El Jaguar. While at El Jaguar we volunteered to help in the bird banding operation. Banding birds is an important method of tracking habitat and migration patterns in different species of birds. The banding process is a network of nets designed to capture birds without hurting them. Once the birds are untangled from the nets, they are individually put into breathable cloth bags and carried back to the banding table. Once at the banding table, each bird is removed from the bag, examined, the proper information about that bird is recorded, we attach a little numbered bracelet to the right leg of the bird, and once the bracelet is attached, the bird is released.

Shortly after banding birds at El Jaguar, we visited a local elementary school. At the elementary school we divided into two groups, one group took grades K-6 while the other group took grades 7-8. While in our groups we talked about the different forms of living creatures: birds, fish, insects, reptiles, etc. After the talk, we went outside for a bio-blitz where we gathered and examined as many living creatures as we could. The kids knew right where to find the insect. Within roughly 20 minutes, they came to us with: a scorpion, a tarantula, several species of ants, a large snake, earthworms and many other critters. When we were done with the bio-blitz we divided the two groups into smaller groups and played the web-of-life game. The basic idea of the web-of-life game is to show the chain reaction that happens when a major predator is killed off. a forest fire occurs, or a social/natural disaster takes place.


The goal of our week in San Ramon was to instill more of an appreciation for the beautiful environments that perhaps they take for granted. The irony in this is they evinced their knowledge of local wildlife and its habits, teaching us more than we taught them. Hence service was given and received; we gave them tools and they gave us knowledge.

